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1. Take either I-5 or I-805 south. Note that I-805 merges with I-5 before you reach the border.
2. To declare items you will need to move to the right-most lane as you approach the border

to enter the Declaration Lane. Please refer to the Leader’s Manual pages 10-11 for further
explanation. Also use the Declaration Lane to obtain tourist visas.

3. After crossing the border look for the sign (approx. 0.2 miles).
4. Move into the far right lane (approx. 0.2 miles). (Please refer

to detail on bottom left of page.)
5. The original looping route to the road along the border fence is no longer available. As

you go over the overpass you will see a lane to the right (approx. 0.5 miles from the
border). Other cars will be merging from this lane into your lane. You will want to merge
into this new right-hand lane. Signs will direct you to Rosarito/Ensenada. This ramp will
take you to the road along the border fence and the Tijuana River. (See detail on map.)
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6. Once you have merged with traffic, you will travel along the
river and border fence for approx. 3 miles. After driving up the
big hill, look for another Rosarito/Ensenada/Playas sign. Take
this exit to the right. Once you merge into traffic, move into the
left-hand lane and travel approx. 1.2 miles to the top of the hill
and merge left at the highway split to Ensenada (not Playas).
The first toll booth is approx. 0.6 miles. The second toll booth
is another 16 miles and the last toll both is another 50 miles.

7. Once you reach Ensenada, refer to the next page for directions
to Rancho Agua Viva.
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1. Take either I-5 or I-805 south. I-5 and I-805 merge.
I-805 will place you in the right three border
crossing lanes and I-5 will place you in the left
three border crossing lanes. You will need to
move to the right-most lane.

2. Merge into the Declaration Lane. The other lanes
are marked “Nothing to Declare”.

3. Park in the parking lot. If you are declaring items,
you will need your receipts or a letter from your
church or from Agua Viva Ministries stating the
value of the items you wish to import. If you are
obtaining a Tourist Visa, you will need your
original birth certificate or your Passport.

4. you will need to find the
Customs Agent (“Aduana” in Spanish) on duty.
The agent is usually at the booth by the exit. He
will ask you what you have and will ask for your
“factura”. Sales receipts or a letter from your
church or from Agua Viva Ministries will serve as
your “factura”. The agent will fill out a form and
ask you to sign it. The form will have the amount
you need to pay in pesos, and might be converted
to dollars for you. Once you sign the form you will
be instructed to pay the import fee at the bank.
The name of the bank is “Bancomer” and is one of
the windowed offices. Before paying the import
fee at the bank, you should obtain your tourist
visa form at the Immigration Office so that you can
pay both at the same time.

5. To obtain a tourist visa you will need to take your
birth certificate or passport to the Immigration
Office. At the Immigration Office you will be asked
to fill out a form. Once you fill out the form the
Immigration Officer will send you to the bank to
pay the tourist visa fee (approx. $20+). Once you
pay the fee take the form back to the Immigration
Officer. He will finalize the document.

6. If you declared items and payed your import fees,
you will need to walk back to the exit booth and
hand the importation paperwork to the Customs
Agent. You will be asked to push the button on the
exit light. If you receive a green light you will be
permitted to leave. If you receive a red light, the
agent will inspect your vehicle and then will
release you.

7. Return to your vehicle and proceed through the
exit. Merge with traffic and refer to the next page
for directions to the toll road that leads to
Ensenada.

To make a declaration4

San Ysidro/Tijuana Border Crossing
Map to Mexican Customs/Immigration
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Use the Declaration Lane to obtain your tourist visas
and/or declare items. To learn more about declaring
items and paying import fees, please refer to pages
10-11 in the Leader’s Manual.
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To Rancho Agua Viva

Pemex

The police station is
the building with
the police cars
parked in front.

Look for
signs.
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Pemex gas station
and AM/PM store.

KFC

S
h

o
p

p
in

g

The Ensenada River is usually
dry, so don’t look for water.
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4. Continue past the police station
(corner of Calle Nueve and
Espinoza).

5. Take a 2:00 right turn at Burger
King onto Reforma. You have
traveled approx. 1.4 miles on
Calle Nueve. The street name is
not necisarily marked.

6. Take a 9:00 left turn at the statue
onto Cortez.

7. Continue past Calimax.
8. Turn left at the fourth Pemex gas

station. Follow San Felipe signs.
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This map is not to
scale. To simplify the
map, not all streets
are shown.

Map to
Rancho

Agua Viva

Calimax

1. Once you pass the third
toll booth, continue until
you reach a fork in the
road (approx. 5 miles).
You will want to be in
the left lane. When you
see an overpass,
continue straight under
the overpass.

2. Turn right at the
sign (approx.

2.3 miles after the fork
in the road). (There will
be a Pemex gas station
and an AM/PM on the
opposite corner of the
intersection.) Once you
turn right, the road will
turn to the left. Turn left
and continue straight.
Be alert for stop signs
(Alto signs).

3. Continue straight over
the overpass that
crosses the “river”.

San

Quintin

9. Pass three stop signs and
a stop light, then up the
winding rural two lane
road approx. 9 miles.
Agua Viva is on the right,
one-half kilometer past
kilometer marker 20.
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