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“If any man is thirsty, let
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From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38
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In these last days of the century, many
of us have uppermost in our minds the
infamous Y2K. Prepare, prepare, pre-
pare!

Am | going to loose my job? Do | have enough cash on hand? Enough food? Will the
utilities (heat, water, sewer, lights) function and for how long? Should | buy a genera-
tor, more blankets, or fire wood? Is my computer Y2K compliant? Will my investments
go up or down? Is it going to be a disaster, an inconvenience, or simply another cele-
bration of a new year?

To be honest, we really do not have a clue! In Isaiah 66:18 God says, “The time is
coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and see my glory.”
Perhaps this will be a testing time of our values and priorities.

The Y2K focus is on material possessions and creature comforts. But one thing is for

sure: material possessions can never truly satisfy, because man is always wanting

more. All our possessions are actually the property of

God and can only bring lasting satisfaction as they are

used for His honor and glory (Jam. 1:17). And this world ~ He is no fool who

is not our home. Our citizenship is in the heavenly Jeru-  gives what he can

salemZ our final home awaits us in heaven (Phil. 3:20). not keep to gain

Our sights must be set on the treasures stored away

there. what he can not lose.
i o ) —Jim Elliot

We at Rancho Agua Viva are experiencing a glimpse of

what God would want us to do with what He has given

us, whether it be monetary resources, talents, time, or labor. These riches are shared

with the Mexican people right here at Rancho Agua Viva. We want to take the Gospel

to those whom some might esteem insignificant. We want Mexico for Christ!

Are we ready? Yes, we are ready to accomplish His purpose in our lives. We are
ready to glorify God by equipping Mexican men and women in our Ministry Training In-
stitute (MTI) to go out and share the good news of Jesus Christ in their cities and vil-
lages; we are ready to minister to hundreds of Mexican campers; we are ready to facili-
tate American groups that come here to experience a cross-cultural Christian mission.
Truly, our responsibility is to redeem the time, which means taking advantage of every
opportunity to serve the Lord (Eph. 5:16). We have decided to follow Jesus in the new
millennium...to go out with joy and be led forth with peace (Isa. 55:12). Have you?

by Gladys Buskirk-Weeks



We Are Ready!

Where does Agua Viva stand as preparation is made for the
future? Are we redeeming our time? Are we doing what God
would want us to do with what He has given us? In reviewing
this past year our answer is a resounding Yes!

We are ready to accomplish His purpose: to equip, to share, to
build physical buildings and to build spiritual shelters as well,
through both the Ministry Training Institute and the American
Missions Awareness Program. This year progress has been
made in our five year goals—in addition to the buildings con-
structed, many lives were changed.

In January, men were strengthened as they came from the En-
senada area for a men’s conference. A group of ten men from
El Porvenir arrived at camp, some
knowing Jesus and others not.
Leaving RAV all ten were broth-
ers! Those having been saved
before were strengthened and the
others were praising Him for their
new-found faith. They have since
continued to meet and the name
of their group is Strong Men
(after the theme of the confer-
ence). They are accomplishing
His purpose!

Through the American Missions Awareness Program this year
many people’s lives were changed! Men and women at the
prison made professions of faith and we have seen continued
growth.

Through Vacation Bible School hundreds of children accepted
Jesus in their hearts. At one site alone more than 45 children
learned of and accepted Jesus in one week of ministry!

During medical clinics people were given physical healing.
Some of them found Jesus through their pain and problematic
home situations. As the doctors worked, a team of counselors
shared and prayed with broken people and Jesus touched
them and gave spiritual healing as well.

Through in-town construction projects His purpose was again
accomplished! Needy families received homes through your
hard work, sweat and financial contributions that provided shel-
ter and security.

The following progress has been made in our five-year goals:
Facilities

4 The two-story dorm is complete and is providing sleeping
accommodations for 64 campers. It has been used exten-
sively this last camping season.

4 The Ministry Training Institute quads are developing at a
rapid pace. Quad #1 is nearing completion and was
pressed into service to provide housing for the married
students for this session of the seminary. Quad #2 has
been finished through the framing stage and the roof has
been completed. It is being closed in for the winter. The
construction of quad #3 has begun. The block work and
the floor slab on the lower level is complete, and the quad

is ready for floor framing. Major accomplishments that are
not readily visible include 1,000 feet of sewer line and
1,000 feet of underground power conduit, an underground
electrical distribution system and underground telephone
distribution. The water system has been in place for some
time. Water and sewer are both operational and power is
being provided by a temporary generator.

4 The six inch sewer line from the main septic tank to the
drain field area has been re-laid and will be functioning
soon.

4 An effort has been made to bring the entire camp to a
higher level of cleanliness and maintained at that level.

4 A new entrance gate and
brick pillars have been con-
structed and a new sign
painted and installed for our
entry.

4 Construction has started on a
new staff house. It will be
two stories with three bed-
rooms and two and a half
baths. It will be occupied by
one of our staff families that
has three children and need
the extra bedroom.

Ministry Training Institute

4 We are excited about the graduating class this year of 41
students. It is one of the largest classes we have had.
The students are all of a high caliber and are very mature.
New staff members have been recruited from the nearby
communities and a new school director is being sought.
We hope that as new facilities are built that the annual
number of trained students will increase.

RAV Staff

4 This year has seen several changes in the RAV staff. Pat
and Michele Evans have finished their first year as chap-
lains to the staff. Doug and Gladys Weeks are finishing
their first year as coordinators for construction. Scott
Acock is also finishing his first year on staff as administra-
tive assistant and group coordinator. Vasti Camacho ar-
rived recently as translator, group coordinator, and office
assistant. Luis Salinas will arrive at the end of December
to assist Pablo Garcia with American Missions program-
ming.

All of the above demonstrates the aggressive attempt to ac-
complish our five-year goals in order to reach Mexico for
Christ. Yes, we are ready! We are redeeming the time!

“...and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from
the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of
the evil one. (Ephesians 5:15-16)"

by Doug Weeks and Pablo Garcia



Missionary Update

Classes at Agua Viva are starting to wind down, with
graduation exercises just around the corner. Where has
this year gone? Teachers are noticing that the students’
desire to learn is stronger than ever with questions, com-
ments, and participation at its highest peak this term.

The good fellowship and
Christian friendships will be
greatly missed as the stu-
dents head back to their
home towns, churches, or §
missions.  Many have re-
gquested prayer concerning
their future work for the
Lord. Some are looking
toward places where the
Word of God is not
preached. Some are eager
to return to their own
churches where they can
start home cell groups,
teach (from children all the
way to adults), participate in
music programs, and visit
and reach their families and neighbors for Jesus. They
are eager to start a good discipleship program with the
new believers, introducing them to the Word of God, and
the God who is the "Author and finisher of their faith."

Interestingly enough, many are already involved in these
areas of service. Their love and appreciation of the work
of the Lord in their lives is already driving them to preach
on buses, in the market places, on the streets to the
drunks, and in the prisons, and to their fellow neighbors
wherever they go. On Mondays they have many stories
to tell of how God worked during the weekend

events. One young fellow can't keep the huge smile off
his face. It radiates the glory of the Lord in him. He ad-
mits he feels fearful sharing his faith on the bus, but he
does it because God gives him courage. He preaches

in the market, telling people they can read the truth for
themselves in his Bible.

One man at the back of the
crowd raised his hand and
yelled, "Let me see it!"" So
he walked to the back and
let this man read for himself

+ what the Word of God
| said. The man was so im-

pressed that he asked for a

personal visit so he could

talk more about the things of

God! Now I know why this

student's face radiates as

he sees the wonderful work
of God expressed in his own

o life, and in the lives of oth-
| ers.

" He and others have been a
great inspiration to us teach-
ers. Take Lalo, for instance. As he reads the whole Old
Testament his conclusions are amazing. He has the
ability to synthesize and say the whole lesson in few
words. Wherever he goes, he will be a blessing as he
puts the Word in perspective for the benefit of all. We
are grateful for your faithful prayers on our behalf. We
want to be reminded that this is "the work of the
Lord" and He will accomplish and perfect that which He
has started in us and in all who call upon His name.
(Phil. 1:6).

by Eric Ericsson

Meet Our Graduating Seminary Students!

Level One

Norberto Acateco
Emma Aguilar
Sarai Arreola
Yanet Camacho
Ruben Dario
Hortencia Delgado
Horacio Echeverria
Miguel A. Flores
Araceli Flores
Alonso Garcia
Victor Guizar
Jessy Guiterrez

Saul Hinojosa
Martin Ibarra
Vero Maldonado
Miguel Maldonado
Alejandro Manning
Erika Martinez
Jesus Mendez
Ernesto Palacios
Isabel Perez
Corina Polina
Elvira Ramirez
Hugo Ramirez
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Level Two

Zuri Cuenca
Salamon Deleo
Eduardo Diaz
Margarita Diaz
Lupe Gomez
Dora Gomez
Gerardo Guiterrez
Juan Jaime
Salvador Nieblas
Julio C. Ramirez
Adriana Rios
Fernando Valdez

4 Jorge Rodriguez
4 Angelica Rodriguez
4 Gabriel Ruiz
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A Call to Prayer

Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need.

Hebrews 4:14-16

Praise God for

The first seminary quad now has student occupants! Three student couples moved in this month.
The incredible full-time staff that God has called to this ministry.

The great work accomplished around camp.

A new-to-us fifteen passenger van donated by EV Free of Orange, CA.

A new copier donated to our San Diego office by First Baptist of Coalinga.
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Please pray with us

€ For the seminary this fall. Pray as we seek to raise another $25,486 to complete the training of these seminary
students. (We presently have $20,864 of the necessary $46,350 estimated need.)

€ For Leo Bello, a seminary student who is battling with luekemia. Also pray for the entire Bello family during this

difficult time.

For safety of the camp. The land is very dry and fires have broken out all around us.

®:

San Diego and Mexico office needs

New Office Managers (one for our San Diego Office and one for our Ensenada Office).
Bookshelves.

Filing cabinets.

Two office desks.

Microwave.

Small electric refrigerator.
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Maintenance and project needs

Riding or walking gas-powered lawn mower to maintain our soccer field!
Gas-powered weed eaters to keep down the brush and reduce fire hazards!
6 and 8 foot ladders.

Large electrical wires and posts to run electricity to the new side of camp.
12-2 Romex 1,800 linear feet.

Electrical transformers and insulators.
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Kitchen needs

€ Blender!

€ Propane deep fryer.

€ Large pots, serving spoons, tongs, mugs, soup spoons, bowls, 9-inch plates, tongs, and hot pads and mitts.

Ministry needs

€ Cassette deck and recording equipment for conferences.

€ Video projector for youth camps, conferences, workshops, outreaches, mission trips, classes at MTI and worship
with groups.

Recreational room
€ Sofas.
€ Ping-pong, foosball, and air hockey tables.



Get to Know Our Staff

Doug and Gladys Buskirk-Weeks

It started in 1990—our love affair with Mexico—when the
Youth Pastor at our church, Peninsula Bible Fellowship in
Bremerton, Washington, asked if we would pray about par-
ticipating on a short term mission with 30
young people. Because my roots are
Spanish and we had worked with Young
Life for years, the Lord sent us. The his-
tory of the people of God confirms that
many endured adverse circumstances
and suffering, yet remained faithful and
fulfiled His will. Was this what God
wanted to challenge us with? We had
been involved with missions in Alaska but
now we were concerned with culture
shock. So many of us believe that we are
good enough or wise enough to know what is best for our-
selves when the Bible clearly states “that a man’s life is not
his own, it is not for man to direct his steps.” (Jeremiah
10:23)

So we went to Zihuatanejo and God gave us the privilege
of serving Him where He was at work—two senior citizens
out of their comfort zone walking to villages with these pre-

Are You

Synonyms of ready are: prepared, set,

equipped, organized, arranged.

complete,

Today if we ask someone, “Are you ready?”, this person
will logically answer, “For
what?” And yet, with good rea-
son, this question does not sur-
prise anyone because it is on
everyone’s lips.

Ready for what?

If we could weigh on a scale
ready and not ready, where will
your scale be?

There is something that is undeniable: We all
must be ready in everything and for everything!
Blessed is he who is ready, and whoever is not
ready will eventually realize the importance of
being ready, even if it is too late.

Everyone knows that scientists, astrologists, psychics, and
even alleged appearing virgins predict that in the coming
days there will be great catastrophes, such as: earth-
guakes, floods, volcanic eruptions, and whole cities disap-
pearing into the ocean. They advise us to be ready by hav-
ing sufficient water, flashlights, battery-powered radios, and
food in cans. They also advise us to not be afraid, pray a
lot, and love one another.

From the Desk of
Chuy Déavalos

cious young people sharing the Good News of Jesus
Christ. While there we found out about Rancho Agua Viva,
and, desirous to help the ministry, started a relationship
with the staff and the work at the ranch.
Doug is an architect and a contractor. He
oversees the construction of the new fa-
cilities when groups come to help. | am
his sidekick, but | have more fun because
| speak Spanish and can relate to what is
going on with the Mexican staff—they are
special people.

Since our first visit to Mexico we have
been coming and going every time we
can. This year, after Doug’s retirement,
we made a commitment to stay for a year.
It has been hard, but wonderful. We miss our six children
and 14 grandchildren but God is good and His love
abounds. He has blessed us with an extended family and
great friends, and our passion for missions still lives. Glo-
ria a Dios!

by Gladys Buskirk-Weeks

Ready?

In addition to these catastrophes, the Bible says: The sun
will turn black, the moon will not shine and will turn into
blood, and there will be great affliction in the world because
the powers of the heavens will
be shaken.

The question is:

Are you ready for an eminent
apocalypse?

Are you ready to meet your
God?

Are you ready for the second
coming of Jesus Christ?

Are you ready to give an ac-
count of your stewardship to God?

Are you at peace with yourself, with your fellow
man and with God?

And while the people without Jesus are in great
expectation, we, the Agua Viva Ministry army, together with
the apostle Paul, being more than ready for everything, are
ready to take the gospel and make it flow like a river so that
those who are dying of thirst may drink because they are
short of living water.

Are you one of the ones who are ready?
Amen! Amen! Amen!

Maranatha
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Editor's Notes

4 The Overflow is now available on the Internet.
Please visit http://www.aguaviva.com/overflow.htm.

4 We are ready for Y2K! Our databases will not be
affected by the date change. Any donations that
we received after the new year will still be cor-
rectly processed and correct donation receipts will
be issued.

4 1f you wish to receive a 1999 tax deduction re-
ceipt, please contact our San Diego office by email
at sandiego@aguaviva.com or by phone at (619)
644-9492.

4 We are looking for an Office Manager for our San
Diego office. If you would like to apply, please
contact us by email at positions@aguaviva.com or
by phone at (619) 644-9492.
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The Overflow is a publication of Rancho Agua Viva
Ministries and is printed and distributed quarterly.
Editor:- Scott Acock

Administrative Staff: Jesis Davalos, Executive Director Brent Searway, Administrative Director
Pablo Garcia, American Ministries Director Stan Smith, MTI Director
Jose Guadalupe Hernandez, Director of Mexican Ministries



