








Wow! 

Already 2004 is coming to 
a close.

As we look back over this year, I’m sure
each of us can recognize God’s watchcare over
our lives. What an amazing comfort to know 
that all the experiences and challenges that 

come our way are for our ultimate good. 

I’ve often times found myself wanting to have a sit-down
meeting with Him and question His judgment. Still, 
I am convinced that sometimes God wants us in that
position—in a quandary as to why certain challenges
come our way. It is during those powerless times that
we learn to completely trust Him for His answers and
His provision. Once we begin to grasp that concept, we
can meet seemingly insurmountable issues with
excitement and anticipation.

During this year at Agua Viva, we have experienced
those kinds of encounters with God in abundance!
Allow me to explain.

First, a brief history of Agua Viva.

I’m sure all of you know that Agua Viva was founded
by Chuy Davalos many years ago. At that time, the
camp was nothing but bare land with some trees and
cacti. But God gave Chuy and his early collaborators an

amazing vision for
a place where people
could hear about
and respond to
God’s plan for their
lives; a place where
men and women
could be trained to
be leaders in their
village churches; a

place where people could experience the passion of
serving God in a missions environment, to forever
change the way they view the world!

As time passed, the camp experienced overwhelming
blessing from God, and has developed into the place
that it is today: a vibrant, full service facility with many
beautiful buildings and a wonderful staff of people
committed to serving the Lord and His people. God
has used Agua Viva to bring thousands of people to
Him, and to make heaven a more populated place!

Early on, Chuy and his collaborators recognized that
God was going to bless the ministry, and felt responsible
to maintain faithful stewardship. Chuy began to ask
God for a team of men and women to develop and
facilitate the vision for the future of the ministry. 
Out of this came the Agua Viva Board of Directors.

In recent years, as the camp has gained value, not only
in terms of ministry, but additionally financial value,
Chuy and the Board of Directors saw the need to form
a Civil Association, Mexico’s version of incorporation.
Chuy would transfer the land, which, until now, has
been held in his name, to the Civil Association. The Civil
Association would own the camp and ensure its continued
effectiveness for generations to come. Many meetings

were held, countless documents drafted, and spools of
government red tape unraveled, until we finally
obtained everyone’s blessing to transfer the land.

That brings us up to this past summer.

Since all the reams of paperwork had been completed,
we felt confident that we were almost finished with the
process of passing the baton from Chuy to the Civil
Association, much like we read in the book of Joshua
about the transfer of Moses’ leadership to Joshua.

At God’s leading, Moses had been training Joshua to
assume the role of leadership, once he had accomplished
the work God had for him. Then we read in Joshua 1:1-2,

“After the death of
Moses the servant
of the Lord, the
Lord said to Joshua
son of Nun, Moses’
aid: ‘Moses my ser-
vant is gone. Now
then, you and all

these people, get ready to cross the Jordan river into
the land I am about to give them - to the Israelites’ ”.
Joshua was now the appointed leader. It was up to 
him to lead the people into the long awaited 
Promised Land.

Imagine his excitement! Surely God would lead them
right into the land without a hitch, right? This was
going to be easy. He surely would find a bridge across
the Jordan River that he hadn’t known about. 
Wrong, wrong, and wrong!

The first assignment God gave Joshua was one that
was totally beyond what he could accomplish on his
own. He was staring at the Jordan River, at flood stage,
with the whole nation following him and depending 
on him.

The leadership of Agua Viva is now faced with a
“Jordan River” of our own. When we approached the
government to complete the land transfer, we were
informed of the transfer tax that would be due and
payable, equivalent to 20% of the value of the property.

Rancho Agua Viva property has been appraised at
$550,000, which calculates out to $110,000 taxes that
need to be paid within 90 days of the application! Add
to that the Board’s recommendation that we 
purchase the two properties on either side of Agua
Viva for the purpose of expansion and/or buffer from
neighbors. That brings our total target goal to
$150,000, needed practically immediately.

Wow! How’s that for a God-sized challenge?  

But just as God told Joshua to step into the river and it
would dry up, we are convinced God would have us
move forward with
this critical step of
stewardship. Joshua
was known for almost
40 years as “Joshua,
servant of Moses.”
God’s preparation for
him required years of

selfless service, training in the desert, and tests of
faith, such as crossing the Jordan. Those preparations
were designed to move Joshua into each new stage of
development and his ultimate calling.

I believe God allows Rancho Agua Viva to experience
these times of preparation to lay a foundation that He
plans to build on. Some of the times appear to be 
overwhelming and insurmountable, yet they are what
God is using to shape this camp for the message He
plans to speak through it. Without these foundational
experiences, the Jordan River can never be crossed
and we cannot enter the Promised Land.

So we, the Board of Directors of RAV, embrace these
times of seeming testing from God with excitement
and anticipation. As we enter into this stage, we are
reminded of Apostle Paul’s words in Philippians 1:6:
Being confident of this, that He who began a good
work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.

We are thankful to have such a strong under girding of
supporters and prayer warriors, such as you. 
That is why we bring this need before you.

We stand confident, as Paul did, that God will provide
for the needs of the camp, and will glorify Himself in
the process. This will be a miracle that cannot be
explained away, but will be an obvious work of the Lord!
Please pray with us as we each consider how He would
have us respond individually and collectively. 

As we approach year end, we understand that this time
of year presents a special opportunity to many of our
friends for a special contribution. 

The Board Members have pledged to help in a special
way, as God provides.  

After sharing our need with a few trusted friends of
Agua Viva, we have been blessed to know that some
churches and
individuals are
also prayerfully 
considering a
special gift to the
ministry. If you
might be able to
do so, and feel
that the Lord is
directing you to
do so, we ask that you consider a one-time special gift
to Agua Viva at this time.

If you are able to help us with this Project, please 
designate your funds to:

River Jordan Project 
Agua Viva Ministries, 
PO Box 1488, Lemon Grove, CA 91946

As always, we covet and we thank you profusely for
your prayers. You bless us! May our Lord bless you.

This special edition of the Agua Viva Overflow newsletter
comes packed with a big challenge, as communicated
by our Board of Directors.

THE RIVER JORDAN....“step into the River and it will dry up!”.










